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were to " lot and tax every city, borough, and town,"
and the "rates so rated and taxed in gross" were
to be " again rated and taxed on the inhabitants of
every of the said cities and boroughs by four or six
discreet and substantial burgesses of every the said
cities arid boroughs in Wales thereunto named and
assigned by the mayor, bailiffs, or other head officers
of the said cities, towns, and boroughs for the time
being."

An act of 1545 " for the marshes besides Greenwich "
(37 Hen. VIII, c. n) says that most of the owners
of the said marshes pay " a rate for an acre " towards
the repairing of the banks which protect the land
from the tide, "yet some owners thereof be which
have not nor will not pay anything." These re-
fractory individuals are therefore made liable to
distraint.

More interest attaches to an act of 1545-6 (37 Hen.
VIII, c. 14) "for Scarborough Pier." This recites
that formerly when the harbour was in good con-
dition the inhabitants and dwellers were prosperous,
" and also all the owners of all the messuages, lands,
and tenements within the precinct of the said town
did set and let their said messuages, lands, and tene-
ments at great rents or farms, to their great advan-
tages and profits," but now that the quay or pier had
been partially destroyed and the safety of the har-
bour impaired, the inhabitants and dwellers were im-
poverished, and the rents and farms were hindered
and diminished. Parliament thereupon considered
that; if the pier were repaired, the lands and houses
"might bo set or letten for much greater rents or
farms," and also that the tenants and farmers were